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AROUND THE 

WORLD WE 

GO! 

Let’s take a look at 

some of our planet’s 

diverse biomes, where 

wondrous plants and 

animals thrive! PG 2 

 
   

 

KIDS SPEAK 

Why should we care 

about and protect our 

planet and its wildlife? 

Take a look at what 

some of our kids have 

to say about it…PG 4 
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A global pandemic may have 

confined us to our homes, but we 

can still enjoy the natural world 

around us. Today, more than ever, 

the environment, nature, and 

wildlife are gaining attention. Our 

planet needs our help. As 

youngsters, we may feel like our 

voices are unheard or our hands 

are tied, but know that we too 

have power – the power of 

learning more about our wonderful  

wild planet and how to conserve it 

for the future. COVID-19 came about 

in part due to poaching and the 

illegal wildlife trade and wildmeat 

markets. While cultural practices are 

important, we must learn to adapt to 

our planet and society’s needs. For 

example, instead of bursting 

firecrackers each Diwali, people in 

India are trying to have a smoke and 

noise-free festival by finding 

alternative ways to celebrate that do  

FUN AND 

GAMES! 

Test your knowledge 

about our wild planet 

with some fun games 

and quizzes…PG 17 
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not pollute the air and frighten wildlife.  

Young activists are taking the world 

stage and speaking out about why we 

ought to care about our planet. After 

all, no other planet in the known 

universe is home to such diversity of life 

as our dear old Earth. Is it not our duty to 

preserve our natural wonders and 

promote practices that maintain this 

planet for future generations? What will 

the children of the future say if we do 

not speak out and demand the future 

we want to see today?  

 

 

desert biome, while the Siberian tiger and the reindeer are both found in the 

tundra.  

1. The desert: Most of us think of the Sahara or the Thar as typical 

deserts, but deserts can also be icy cold lands, such as Antarctica, 

the world’s largest desert. This biome is characterized by a dry 

climate and little vegetation, though wildlife can be found in all 

shapes and sizes, including some of the world’s rarest reptiles and 

mammals.  

 

Biomes of the 

World! 

Our planet is home to 

extraordinary wildlife that 

lives in some extraordinary 

places. Let’s take a look at 

some of the wildest places on 

Earth – our biomes – and the 

life that they harbour! Biomes 

are communities of plants 

and animals that share a 

common environment. For 

example, the desert fox and 

rattlesnake both inhabit the 
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2. Tropical rainforests: The pitter-

patter of rainfall on large flat leaves is a 

constant reminder of where you are. 

These lush green forests are centered 

between the Tropic of Cancer and the 

Tropic of Capricorn. They are home to 

some of the world’s rarest animals and 

plants, and are highly productive 

ecosystems.  

 

 

 

3. Wetlands: Ranging from slightly salty to pure freshwater, wetlands are 

some of the most productive ecosystems on this planet. They include 

lakes, ponds, swamps, marshes, bogs, mangroves, and coral reefs. 

Wetlands straddle land and water, and provide many services to 

humans. They give us water, provide us with major crops such as rice, 

reduce atmospheric pollution, are home to rare animals, provide 

medicinal plants, and provide livelihoods to many fisherpeople.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?!  

Tropical rainforests only cover 

2 percent of the Earth but 

are home to over 50 percent 

of all known plant and 

animal species!  

The world’s largest rainforest is the Amazon rainforest in South 

America 

4. Taiga: Known as the last forested fronteir before the 

Arctic ice, the taiga is the vast strip of coniferous 

forest that separates the temperate zone from the 

polar regions. These are the world’s boreal, or snow, 

forests, the largest biome in the world. Examples of 

the taiga include the forests of Canada and Russia, 

where pine trees stand tall and unwavering. Here, 

animals such as the grizzly bear, lynx, and moose, 

although this biome has comparatively few species. 

5. Tundra: This is a vast land of snow and 

permafrost, where a harsh,cold climate 

prevents vegetation growth. Mosses, 

lichens, and some shrubs grow here, and 

the soil is rich in nitrogen and phosporous. 

The polar bear, Arctic fox, and lemming 

are typical wildlife found here.  

 

 

Fun Fact! Polar bears are born with black skin 

but grow a thick white furry coat over it as 

they mature. 
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Ever wondered why our generation should sit up and start thinking about saving our environment? 

 

Read on to see what kids of different ages have to say about this subject! 

 

Why Do We Save Nature? 
Surya – Age 10 

 

Nature comprises of land, air, water, fire, and space. I am going to discuss about nature as below: 

 

Effects of Land Pollution:  

If we pollute land, land will get polluted. After it is polluted, it loses 

its fertility and it affects production of food. Nature, including 

humans, is affected and another effect is food chain disturbance 

due to which nature starts dying.  

 

Water Pollution: 

Earth is the only planet that has water. Water is polluted by 

garbage and sewage. Factories dump their waste into freshwater. 

Nature cannot live without water. 

 

Air Pollution: 

Industries release smoke and soot into the atmosphere and cause 

air pollution. Oxygen is the main source and we need oxygen to 

breathe. Nature needs oxygen to survive in this planet.  

 

Trees: 

Trees breathe in carbon dioxide and give us oxygen. Trees help prevent soil erosion. They help nature give us rain.  

 

*********************************** 

Dedicated to Humans Destroying this World 

Harshini. - Age 11 

Environment: 

We must conserve the environment because farmers are having a hard time trying to do agriculture. We have to 

try to help farmers because they work really hard for us. In order to help farmers, we have to conserve the 

environment. The meaning of conserve is to protect something especially an environmentally or culturally 

important place or thing from harm and destruction. We also have to try to stop polluting oceans, seas, rivers, 

and etc. to save the lives of sea animals. Conserving the environment is not only about agriculture it is also about 

taking care of the roads and other places where everyone might be visiting. If you want to help conserve the 

environment try to water the grass, try to stop killing insects, stop spitting on roads, stop putting garbage on the 
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roads, try to reuse things, stop using plastic, don’t contaminate water, recycle things, preserve natural resources, 

and etc. Think about this question . . . How can you help to conserve the environment? 

Wild Places: 

We should try to conserve the wild places because animals need a place to call it their home. What will happen 

if species start disappearing? We will start to suffer if species keep disappearing. If we start to destroy forests and 

other habitats we might end up with suffering. Approximately 30,000 species per year are driven to extinction and 

about 5,760 wildlife habitats in the world are being destroyed. In order to stop habitat loss, we have to prevent 

the spread of invasive species. Try to answer this question . . . How can 

you help to conserve wild places? 

Wildlife: 

Conservation of wildlife is very important. We have to try to protect the 

endangered plants and animal species along with their natural habitat. 

By conserving wildlife, we are ensuring that the future generation can 

enjoy our national world. Human beings on earth are hunting and killing 

animals, that is illegal to do. Think about this question . . . Try to go outside 

now and try to conserve wildlife. 

Conserving the environment, conserving the wild places, and conserving 

the wildlife is a great life lesson for us to learn. 

********************************* 

Save our Earth 

Saara  – Age 11 

Dedicated to Greta Thunburg:  

I believe that it is important to conserve the Earth and her resources. We mustn’t waste the precious gifts that our 

Earth gives us. We use these resources unthinkingly because they are available to us. In our ignorance, we think 

they are unlimited. What happens when they finish, when we’ve used 

them all up. We, as humans, tend to let a lot of carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere with our daily lives - doing things like using dryers, driving cars 

for short distances, turning on lights when not needed, and wasting water. 

These are small things that we can change easily. When many people 

decide to make a small change, it has a big impact and makes a huge 

difference to our planet and ecosystem. Imagine if we don’t stop,  

the Earth may even end up like Venus. Instead of calming green and wavy 

blue, it would be red hot and poisonous. The Earth doesn’t just belong to 

humans, we share our home with millions of other species. Everyone else 

other than the “intelligent” man is living in harmony with Mother Earth. If we 

make mistakes, their lives are at stake as well. We all have only one home, 

there is no plan B. If we lose Earth, then we will perish along with her. To 

save the Earth, we need to act fast.We have resources not to waste them, 

but to use them conservatively. We need to follow the 3R mantra of 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. We need to save these resources not just for 

yourselves, but for us, your children. So that we can lead a happy life in a world that is thriving and living, instead 

of a planet that is dying. 

************************************* 
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THE CHANGING PLANET 

Arnav – Age 12 

“AND I THINK IN THIS EMPTY WORLD THERE WAS ROOM FOR ME AND A MOUNTAIN LION” -D.H 

LAWRENCE 

Earth is the only known planet which boasts of having innumerable life forms on its surface. For centuries, our planet was a 

safe haven for countless species of birds, animals and plants. However, this 

regrettably is changing. Various species are being pushed to the brink of 

extinction. Forests across the world are being razed down to the ground. 

Rare, diverse and fragile ecosystems are being destroyed, homes and 

habitats of animals are being cleared to make land for our homes! 

 The recent, worldwide pandemic has given us an insight into how animals 

and plants are being harmed by the insatiable greed and hunger of us 

humans. Within days of global shutdown, animals emerged into the 

concrete jungles, birds decked the clean pollution-free sky, rivers, once 

polluted due to the emissions of liquid factory waste were pristine ,the global 

carbon-di-oxide levels dropped significantly and all this happened within just 

a month or two of no human influence! 

Does the darkness of the pandemic have a message from Mother Nature? 

If a positive scale of such magnitude could occur within such a short period, 

imagine how the world would be if we humans took proactive steps to 

ensure that animals thrive in our shared world. 

Therefore let us pledge, not as citizens of a particular nation, but as 

responsible harbingers of a new, positive change. Let us pledge to 

protect and preserve our flora and fauna before we are devoid of 

them. Happy World Environment Day! 

************************************** 

Why We Must Protect the Wild 
 

Meera – Age 13 

 
Earth is made up of ecosystems. These ecosystems are the basis of existence 

and survival.  They provide resources which then fuel life. These are the 

ecosystems that have given birth to us, and the diverse variety of animals, 

plants, and other life on Earth.  
 

As humans, it is our duty to protect these ecosystems and their inhabitants. 

Ecosystems flourish when they are in balance. By this, I mean when resources 

have blossomed and the population of the particular species in that area has 

soared, as at the same time more resources are produced to feed them, 

creating a perfect cycle. And when this occurs, the ecosystem is balanced. 

 

However, ecosystems fail when they get out of balance--when there aren’t 

enough resources; when there are too many predators; when the 

surroundings get polluted. And when this occurs, humans are at risk. Polluted 

water, unclean air, no resources to live on--these factors can directly impact 

us, whether through the food chain or drinking water from rivers and lakes, to 

the very soil we stand on. Every organism on this planet contributes to the 

food chain, and the endangerment of even one species can be highly detrimental to each one of us. So we must 
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act now, while the opportunity is being presented to us. The future of our planet is in our hands, and if we do not 

strive to save the diversified life on the Earth, humans will sink with it. 

 

************************************** 

Is Money Green? 

Aunomitra – Age 14 

Each generation faces expectations placed upon them by looming authorities, whether it be from parents, 

teachers, the rules from society as a whole, or people whose attention matters to them. However, when these 

expectations and people to enforce them contradict each other or are absent, the situation is sure to get 

chaotic. When it comes to saving our only planet, many opinions swirl and merge together, only to be disowned 

and left to evaporate into the air that is only getting hotter.  

Young people are expected and feel pressured to save the environment. Thanks to this stress, to most of them, 

being called a “dreamer” becomes an insult, a “utopia” is a delusional belief, and hope leaves a bitter taste. 

Young people are expected to help fight climate change, but their protests against companies that contribute 

to the problem fade away into negative demands. Despite the fact they hear these shouts everywhere from the 

media, the only ones who can really make a difference choose to ignore them and plug their ears with the same 

plastic that chokes and kills aquatic beauties every day. Young people are expected to make a change, but 

they are helpless. What use are screams if nobody bothers to hear them? 

Our beautiful planet is reduced to the disgrace of being the home 

of humans. Pollution, climate change, litter, burning forests, 

destroyed ecosystems, dying animals, and so much more are 

everywhere on the media and in front of our eyes. Though they are 

not necessarily ignored, there is still little to nothing being done 

about it except for people spreading the word on social media and 

such in hopes that someone will take action. That someone never 

does. This is a world where environmentalism is monopolized. Here, 

too many people cannot accept that sustainability is expensive 

and believe their short time on Earth is to be filled by green paper 

slips, not healthy animals and clean oceans, air, and beaches. The 

expectation that we must do something is absolutely brilliant, but it 

does not come from those who need to believe it more than 

anyone. On the contrary, we should weigh and crush these 

expectations on those who have more power to do so.  

According to the Paris Climate Agreement Act of 2016 and Yale’s 

environment review, researchers hypothesize that if greenhouse 

gases are not removed from our atmosphere, the Point of No Return 

of damage done to Earth will be in less than a decade from now. 

This deadline has pushed ambitious innovators to develop more 

sustainable products, which have the potential to decrease our 

carbon footprints. But their marketers present these ideas and tell us 

to save the world with dollar signs in their eyes. Metal straws, 

countless “pura vida” and “4 ocean” bracelets, Teslas, solar power, 

recycling bins, and secondhand or ethically produced clothing are terrific ideas on paper. However, these may 

not always be the most efficient way to slow climate change. In reality, these ideas crack and their true 

corruption leaks out. They trend and appeal to people in a sudden spike, and for a while, everything seems to be 

alright. But then human nature reigns over Earth’s, and the trends die out because the greed is satisfied. 

After a while, girls with metal straws are discouraged for quite literally buying into the fact they could make a 

difference, leaving a negative impact and possibly preventing them from believing in humanity and taking real 

action when it matters. But admittedly, though they eliminate plastic straws, they are not the only thing killing our 
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planet. Plus, even if turtles are saved, there are thousands of more unique species that deserve a movement of 

their own as well.  

Bracelets made from plastic waste and ocean litter make empty promises of cleaning up the seas, and while 

some brands may actually carry out their claims, eventually those bracelets will find their way back into the 

ocean once trashed. Reef ecosystems are beautiful and have such diverse ecosystems. They benefit humans 

through their obvious amount of seafood and chemicals from coral to produce possible medicine. By attracting 

large masses of tourists, they even provide many with jobs and enjoyment. Too many companies take 

advantage of the destruction they place upon these waters to make a profit, yet they hide behind “loyal 

pledges” of taking action with small donations.  

Even the additions that can really help our people are obviously going to be expensive, because nothing with 

true value in this world comes cheap or easy without failure. The inventions of Teslas, biodiesel, and other 

alternatives to toxic fossil fuels came with trial and error. They are finally on the market, but they are expensive for 

this reason. In this case, money is not the motive for the marketing of these products, it’s simply for compensation 

and profit, yet people have already mistaken it as such already. Because of this, they will not buy what will, to put 

it succinctly, make an impact. The strive for sustainability can also lure people into more materialistic ideology. 

Furthermore, when poverty affects much of the world, these people cannot support the consumerist greener 

lifestyle if they cannot even afford such demands. In actuality, poor people from different walks of life often times 

and less wealth live more sustainably, though they can’t live up to the western ideals of what is defined as 

“environmentally friendly.”  

About 40 years ago, the world was shocked when they found out there was a gaping hole in Earth’s ozone layer. 

Many people had their doubts about whether that issue would ever be fixed, since the “causes were global and 

the solution required cooperation from every nation in the world” (177, Gore, An Inconvenient Truth). Fortunately, 

they were proven wrong. The cause of the hole was traced back to the aerosols that were highly concentrated 

with chlorofluorocarbons. Soon after that, the United States ceased the use of those chemicals and tried to push 

other countries to do the same by drafting a treaty. The usage of these CFCs drastically decreased in the next 

decade, and by the mid 90’s, the hole was almost completely filled up. Ever since then, environmentalists have 

compared that victory to our current situation as motivation and an example of where we have worked together 

to help Earth. But stopping global warming and cleaning up our seas and beaches is getting progressively harder 

to do each year we delay. We are going to have to change our lifestyle, from how much waste we produce to 

replace fossil fuels with a more sustainable means of horsepower. Though it may require a lot of money and effort 

to complete these tasks, the more we procrastinate, the more likely it is that carrying them out will only ever get 

more difficult. These changes will not only save the world and our future, but it’ll also save money and further 

advance us as a species, since we will not have to worry so much about living on a planet that is dying because 

we are killing it. 

This problem is not exclusive to my community alone. All of humanity is facing this obstacle together. We looked 

up to politicians, businessmen, and advancing companies purely because they have the most power and 

capability to fix them. However, no matter how hard we have  tried to convince them to help, they simply will not 

budge and even deny the existence of these issues, such as climate change and the infamous Pacific Plastic 

Island, for the sake of money and time. Stubborn as we are, we decided to try our own hand at helping through 

boycotts, protests, speeches, spreading the word, and repeating it with more people. It is a slow process, it is not 

uncommon for the others to be skeptical towards our efforts, and sometimes we even go backwards on our 

path, succumbing to our lust for riches and societal expectations. But once every soul on this planet 

acknowledges the issue and admits we’ve wronged our home, only then can we advance.  

*********************************** 

What Does the Environment Mean to Me? 

Amrita – Age 14 

The environment.  
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A big word that means a lot to me and most likely to all the 7.8 

billion humans on the planet. But what does it all mean? The 

environment is the food we drink, the air we breathe, the nature 

surrounding us, and over the 14 years of my life, it has impacted 

me greatly. From the daily walks with my family, and playing in 

the snow with my sister, to the continual picture taking of flowers 

and outdoor sleepovers with my friends, I am who I am today 

because of my surroundings. The environment in which a person 

lives can shape and change their lives dramatically.  For me, 

growing up in a place called the Evergreen State, I was very 

much exposed to lots of wildlife and loved and cherished it!  I 

grew up with clean air, fresh water and organic foods, yet in 

many other places, this is not the case for children. In some of the 

less developed places around the world, children grow up in 

polluted areas with dirty streets and water and almost no trees. In 

the same regard, People in those parts are also very lucky 

compared to people living in the Western world, as they live in 

a tropical place and can enjoy abundant wildlife.   

But something that we have to remember is that the environment is a gift and that we have to respect it. The 

environment and how we treat it also holds a special place in my heart and I am very disheartened that we are 

damaging it daily. From the use of makeup wipes to coffee pods and larger things like pollution and 

deforestation, our earth is deteriorating fast. We should think of it as a privilege and not take advantage of it and 

destroy it. An imbalance in resources is bad for wildlife, and also for future generations, as our surroundings have 

to be preserved. The most we can do is just let the environment heal itself. The Yamuna river is an example of this 

right now. Many industrial companies have been putting toxic waste into the river and also human waste, 

making it the third most polluted river in the world. Because of the coronavirus, companies and factories have 

not been active and the river has cleaned itself. Everybody should care for the environment and their 

surroundings and remember that without them we are nothing. 

********************************* 

Environment 

Eesha – Age 15 

As we do our everyday activities, most people don’t seem to pay 

attention to nature around us. We spend time looking out our phones 

browsing through people’s profiles or watching random videos for hours. 

Sometimes when we have time to go outside and explore, we don’t. We 

stay at home, sitting on the couch, and we binge-watch shows over and 

over again. Without looking at nature outside and appreciating it, we 

could potentially ruin the Earth’s future forever. Preserving the 

environment and noticing its rapid changes is the essential key to making 

our lives better. 

 

Constantly, every day, factories and cars release gases into the air. These 

gases harm the environment by suffocating local organisms that are near 

our homes. We seem to do these things without realizing what it costs. 

Not only money but the preservation of the environment. 

 

As to why we should preserve the environment, it’s a simple answer. 

Damaging the environment is damaging us too. Cutting down too many trees decreases the cleanliness of the 
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air, and throwing away too much plastic takes away space on Earth. Eventually, we might have to transport all 

the waste all of the waste off of Earth and onto another planer, or the Earth would be filled with mostly plastic 

and fewer organisms. 

 

Speaking of organisms, other animals help to balance nature and help the environment as well. Harming these 

animals with gases and other types of pollution would cause certain species to reproduce less, and they might 

eventually go extinct. 

 

Plastic and other materials that cannot break down even after thousands of years are thrown into the ocean 

every single day since humans have no other place to put them. Many organisms, big and small, living under the 

ocean get stuck in these materials and choke till they die. It’s absolutely frightening to them as it would be to 

you. 

 

As we think of all these terrible things we do, we must start to take small and big steps to take care of the world 

around us. First thing first, don’t just say that you should preserve the environment but actually make a difference. 

Start by not throwing away food. When you buy something, check the expiry date and eat the dish before it 

expires. When you go to eat at a restaurant, don’t order too much if you know you won’t finish it. You’ll end up 

saving the space on Earth. Also, avoid buying too many items of plastic that are not reusable. When you use 

something, be it anything, see if it can be reused before you throw it away. 

 

These are just a few examples of many more things you can do. Look around, take a walk, and make sure that 

others are also paying attention to the world around them. 

It can take one small thing to make the biggest difference on the whole Earth. 

***************************************** 

Why We Must Save Wildlife and Nature 

Ananya - Age 15 

The killing of wild animals and nature on a large scale by man is a serious threat which can disturb the food chain 

and the ecosystem. For example, a snake is a wild animal which is 

usually killed by men for leather goods. Snakeskin sells at high prices 

in the market. This can create an imbalance in nature. Each 

organism on Earth has a unique place and role in the food chain 

and food web that contributes to the ecosystem in its own special 

way. Without wildlife, our planet would have perished. Even if a 

single wild species were to go extinct, it can disturb the whole food 

chain, ultimately leading to disastrous effects.  

The environment is as important as wildlife. It is everything that is 

around us. It can be the trees, the forests, the grass, the flowers, etc. 

It plays an important role in the healthy living of human beings. It is 

the only home for all organisms and provides air, food, water, and 

many other needs. Humanity’s entire life support system depends 

on the well being of all environmental factors. The environment 

regulates air and climate and is a source of natural beauty. The 

natural environment is getting more polluted day by day because 

of the excess use of vehicles and factories. Global warming, 

pollution, destruction of forests, earthquakes, wildfires, chemical 

discharge, and nuclear bombs cause severe damage to the 

environment. Without the environment, animals and humans would 
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not have existed. The only planet in our solar system that supports the existence of life is Earth, due to the 

presence of the environment. Nature helps us in many ways by producing medicines which cause no side 

effects. The clothing materials like cotton and wool are obtained from nature. The ecosystem (all the 

communities of living organisms in a specific place, their habitats, and their interactions) in which we live provides 

natural services for humans and all other species that are essential to our health, quality of life, and survival.  

The natural environment is a free gift of nature and we need to conserve it for the benefit of life in the future. It is 

our responsibility to take precautions against pollution and make Earth a better place to live in. Thus, saving 

wildlife and the environment play a great role in ensuring a check on the ecological balance, thereby 

maintaining a healthy ecosystem.  

*********************************** 

Why We Must Protect Our Environment 

Ahana – Age 15 

The environment is the most important resource for life. We get a wide variety of resources such as air, water, and 

power from the environment. It helps to clear pollution and is a large habitat for animals. The environment gives 

us countless benefits. The forest and trees filter the air and absorb harmful gases. Plants purify water, reduce the 

chances of flooding, maintain natural balances, and many others.  

The environment regulates various natural cycles that occur daily. These 

cycles help in maintaining the natural balance between living things 

and the environment. Disturbance of these things can ultimately affect 

the life cycle of humans and other living beings. The environment plays 

a huge role in maintaining the ecological balance that will keep a 

check of life on Earth. It provides food, shelter, air, and basically fulfils all 

human needs, whether big or small.  

Wildlife is the collective term given to flora and fauna of a region. 

Wildlife makes up a major part of the environment, and we can say that 

the environment wouldn’t be what it is today if not for the wildlife. 

Human activities like poaching, logging, and agricultural expansion are 

the biggest causes for the depletion of flora and fauna. Though you 

may not know it, wildlife plays a very important role in life and there are 

several reasons that prove that conserving wildlife comes with numerous 

benefits for both humans and animals. Small animals, particularly bees, 

insects, and butterflies play an important role in food production. 

Conservation of these animals, therefore, aids in pollination.  

Although plants are the major source of obtaining medicine for various 

kinds of illnesses, some animals also provide antidotes for diseases. For 

example, cobra venom is an important ingredient in making the 

medications for leprosy while lobsters are used as antifungals. 

Conserving wildlife means conserving heritage and traditional culture. 

Some places are known for their flora and fauna in relation to the native practices and ways of livelihood, which 

means that failing to conserve the environment will lead to loss of land and native heritage. Each organism on 

this Earth has a unique place in the food chain that helps contribute to the ecosystem in its own way.  

There are many more reasons why the environment is important and should be conserved. It is home for basically 

every living creature on Earth and we humans shouldn’t be the cause of its degradation. Instead, we should help 

conserve it as it ultimately ends up benefitting us in the long run.  

************************************** 
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Why We Must Protect Nature 

Rohan – Age 15 

Earth is an unimaginably miniscule spec in the vast and expansive universe. In spite of its size, it is home to almost 

nine million species. What is even more remarkable is that it is the only celestial body known to us that holds life. 

Our observable universe has a diameter of ninety-three billion light years and yet, after decades of observations, 

we have not found traces of life anywhere else. All research in finding extraterrestrial life has been futile. It cannot 

be emphasized how rare life is. For life to come into existence on planet Earth, Earth needed to be positioned in 

a zone with a precise proximity to the sun, allowing for light and heat to enter, but far enough to avoid 

inhabitable temperatures, Earth had to be bombarded by a barrage of asteroids that supplied us with water, 

and crucial complex structures of hydrocarbons needed to fuse together to allow for the first single-celled 

organisms. In conclusion, life is priceless and must be protected. 

The cycle of evolution kept running, giving rise to species after species, ultimately producing humans. Mankind 

fails to realize that it was placed into the natural ecosystem by nature. We are not apart from nature. We have 

been placed into a natural ecosystem. We are a keystone species of this complex network of species. We rely on 

the environment for food, clean air, and resources. We need and depend upon nature for our survival. This 

makes us no different than other animals. It is this distinction between humans and nature, that humans have 

conceptualized, that has justified years of animal abuse and cruelty, deforestation, pollution, and exploitation of 

natural resources. However, this logic is absurd since we 

were born to be a part of nature. We therefore need and 

rely upon nature and are no different than any other 

animal in the biosphere. 

It is said that we must learn from history, else it repeats 

itself. As we continue to devastate our home, we must 

look back upon our actions and learn that natural 

exploitation is not only futile, but also hazardous. What 

may seem to us like a trivial deed will, in all probability, 

lead to an environmental catastrophe. The story of the 

Yosemite Wolves is perhaps the best example to 

demonstrate the intertwined nature of the environment. 

In the late twentieth century, the deer population was 

significantly reducing. In attempting to help recover the 

initial populations of the deer and protect the ecosystems 

of the national park, the US government ordered the 

Yosemite Wolves to be hunted down. Experts of the time 

had theorized that this would increase the deer populations as wolves were the deer’s only predator. This would 

help maintain a healthy amount of deer in the national attraction. As a result, the Yosemite wolves were hunted 

down to near extinction. The deer populations initially rose but then experienced a severe decline. Yosemite’s 

ecosystems were annihilated. None of its resources were accessible to humans and the national park lost its 

shine. The reason behind this calamity was that the deer populations skyrocketed without predators. They 

therefore overfed and depleted the grass, herbs, and shrubs. This not only starved the other Yosemite animals but 

also left the deer famished. When wolves were reintroduced to the ecosystem, the carrying capacity 

automatically increased and allowed for wildlife in Yosemite to thrive. This instance suggests that humans have 

only a short-sighted and superficial understanding of nature. Our actions will hurt not only an unfathomable 

amount of organisms, but also us. The ecosphere is a delicate and intricate system, far too complex for even 

humans to fully understand. Each and every species in nature has a profound impact on all of life on Earth. 

To summarize, nature is rare, needed by humans, and delicate enough to be demolished by anthrosperic 

“trifles”. Life must be preserved at all costs. Humans must withdraw from all current destruction and tenacious 

work toward restoring Earth to the state we found it in, as it is after all our home. Our own deeds are destroying it. 

We will be deprived of Earth as a result of our own actions. This thesis has been best stated by the renowned 

astronomer Carl Sagan: “We must preserve and cherish the pale, blue dot-- the only home we’ve ever known”. 

******************************* 
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Why Nature Matters 

Adithya – Age 17 

Over the last few decades, the depletion of wildlife and natural vegetation has put a tremendous strain on 

global biodiversity, resulting in disastrous events like extinctions and climate change. As a result, there is an urgent 

need to conserve our natural environment and maintain an ecological balance between flora and fauna. Every 

species has a role that defines its position in the ecosystem, and the elimination of this species will have adverse 

effects on related species. This is defined through food webs, which are complex chains of interactions between 

producers and consumers. This chain of negative interactions will eventually reach man, who is certain to be 

impacted in some way by this imbalance. For instance, we depend on several plants for their medicinal 

properties. Ongoing research requires that these plants are available in large numbers so that these medicines 

can be made accessible to all. An outbreak of a deadly disease during a period where there is a shortage of the 

desired plant can wipe out cities of people. Another health-related issue is the declining level in air quality 

around the world, something that can be addressed only by the planting of more trees to enhance 

photosynthesis. 

Animals are seen as crucial to human welfare since they 

directly and indirectly act as sources of various products that 

humans use in their daily lives. The food industry is heavily reliant 

on milk, eggs, meat, and honey, but is negligent in ensuring that 

the populations of the animals producing them is remaining 

stable. Like plants, animal products are used in medicine to 

treat infectious diseases. Honeybees and birds are the most 

important agents of cross-pollination, while earthworms prove 

essential to improve the fertility of soils. These examples indicate 

that even the smallest of insects are important to the 

ecosystem and cannot be ignored in the face of wildlife 

destruction. In the wild, animal species often are restricted to 

certain habitats where their populations thrive. Polar ice caps 

and marshes are two such habitats that are gradually declining 

due to global warming and deforestation respectively. Animals 

have territorial requirements, implying that as the space in 

which they live shrinks, competition will arise and further loss will 

occur. As many as forty animal species could go extinct if the 

Arctic ice completely melts, as well as thousands of plant 

species.  

Since it is us humans who have brought about these changes in the recent past, the task of protection of nature 

lies with us too. It is morally wrong to consume what previous generations have left behind and leave nothing to 

future generations. Taking a selfish approach will only reveal its impacts in the near future. In Africa, the majority 

of the tourism sector focuses on wildlife reserves, national parks, and zoos, since Africa has an ecological diversity 

that no other continent can boast of. If this sector does not manage to keep up after a series of extinctions, 

economies will collapse and unemployment will be rampant. This is only one example of the far-reaching effects 

of the destruction of nature and wildlife. Rather than investigating further such impacts on different societies, it is 

better to act now by following the guidelines established by nature conservation organizations, educating 

misguided individuals on the need for conservation, and contribute to the welfare of nature and its resources. 

************************************ 

Why I am an Environmentalist 

Neeharika – Age 18 

When I was in elementary school, I knew with unwavering certainty what I wanted to be an environmentalist. I 

had always been fond of nature and wildlife. My mother and I would spend hours putting together our collection 
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of 'Discovering Wildlife – The Ultimate Fact File'. Our house was always a clutter of National Geographic 

magazines, obscure fact books about sea animals, and random cut outs I had kept over the years. Wildlife and 

the environment influenced my childhood greatly. It was perhaps this early, albeit amateurish experience with 

the natural world that developed in me such immense respect for it. Although my dream of becoming an 

environmentalist faded with time, the will to conserve nature and wildlife still burns bright and strong within me. 

Many have argued that the current geological epoch we live in is the Anthropocene. The term originates from 

the Greek word 'anthropos' meaning humans, and 'cene' meaning new or recent. Therefore, the name suggests 

an era characterised by increased human activities that have a strong and often irreversible impact on nature, 

especially on our climate. Biologist Eugene Stoermer is said to have 

first used this word. With the rapid increase we have seen in human 

activities over many decades, it should have been a given that 

efforts of equal intensity need to be taken to conserve the 

environment. However, that has not happened. Capitalism and 

neoliberalism have stood staunchly in the way of environmental 

conservation. Nature has been exploited and a merciless genocide 

of wildlife has been allowed with no consequences. In an era of 

globalisation, production and development has become the first 

priority. We've allowed the environment – the very basis of all life 

forms and their existence – to become secondary, pushed at the 

back to be dealt with later. The preservation of our forests and 

animals isn't an old file in an office store room. It's a pressing debt 

that we owe to mother nature, and to ourselves as her children. 

With the tragedy of COVID-19 that has gripped our lives, we've had 

some time to think. There are small changes we all want to make in 

our lives to try and make a difference. But we will never be able to 

come back from complete destruction of the environment unless the 

big players take action. The multinationals that exploit resources from 

all over the world need to be held responsible for their actions. The 

freedom that neoliberals speak of is in reality a free pass to destroy 

what is left of our fast depleting environment. Stricter restrictions need to be put in place. Considering how far 

we've come, we still have a long way to go. But a beginning must be made, and it must be made now. 

Being aware and spreading information is the least we can do to contribute. With one of my dearest sisters 

currently working in the same field and doing me proud, I try to keep in touch with ongoing issues and discussions 

through her blog. Whether COVID-19 has forced the individuals in charge to rethink their choices or not, the fight 

will never stop. 
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Artists’ Corner: Wild Art 

Artist: Koushika 

Caption: The giant panda is the national symbol 

of China and is the symbol of the World Wildlife 

Fund, a global organization that works to save 

nature. Pandas are large, lazy bear-like animals 

that eat nothing but bamboo. There is actually 

another type of panda in the world – the red 

panda, found in Northeast India. The panda is in 

danger because its habitat is being destroyed, 

but many countries are working together to 

preserve its habitat in China.  

Artist: Anvi 

Caption: Rivers are the source of all life on 

planet Earth, bringing freshwater from mountain 

glaciers and springs down to the valleys and 

plains. River floodplains support agriculture, 

providing food and livelihoods to countless 

people. When rivers flood, they deposit 

sediment and nutrients in the surrounding 

floodplain, making conditions ripe for planting 

and growing crops. But floods can cause 

destruction as well, and dams are often built on 

rivers to control their flow and provide electricity 

to settlements and cities. Dams can be 

dangerous for riverine wildlife, however. Wildlife 

in rivers include crocodiles, river dolphins, and 

otters, as well as countless fish and birds.  
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Artist: Anvi  

Caption: Meet some of the denizens of tropical 

rainforests around the world! These lush green 

forests are full of life. Some of the animals found 

here include monkeys, toucans (South 

America’s Amazon rainforest), and elephants 

and Asiatic wild dogs (India). Other animals 

include the tiger, leopard, jaguar, deer, and 

hundreds of brightly-coloured birds. Rainforests 

are some of the most highly-productive 

ecoystems on this planet, and are home to 

most of our planet’s wildlife. Conserving these 

forests is a must if we are to preserve wildlife for 

the future.  

Artist: Yashwanth  

Caption: Spotted deer are one of the most 

common animals found in India’s jungles. These 

gentle herbivores are the favourite food of the 

tiger, leopard, and Asiatic wild dog. They are found 

across the country and live in large herds. A baby 

deer is called a fawn, a female is called a doe, and 

a male is called a stag or a buck. The males have 

large antlers that branch outwards and help them 

to fight other males in search of a female deer.  

Artist: Sahana  

Caption: The jungles of India are full of various 

animals of all shapes and sizes. Three large 

animals found in India are the leopard, the Asian 

elephant, and the Asiatic lion. The leopard is the 

most widespread big cat and is found 

everywhere! It even lives in cities like Mumbai! The 

Asian elephant is found in the forests of South 

India and North and Northeast India. The Asiatic 

lion is only found in the western state of Gujarat in 

Gir National Park and is one of the five big cats 

found in India.  
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Kangaroo Quizaroo!  

How much do you know about nature? Test your knowledge with this fun and easy quiz. 

1. Approximately how many bird species are known on Earth?  

A. 5,000 

B. 7,000 

C. 14,000 

D. 18,000 

 

2. Which of these sounds can snow leopards not produce? 

A. Chuff  

B. Yowl 

C. Roar 

D. Purr 

 

3. Which of these is not a species of hyena? 

A. Brown hyena 

B. Black hyena 

C. Spotted hyena 

D. Striped hyena 

 

4. What is the blue whale’s favourite food? 

A. Krill 

B. Sharks 

C. Tuna 

D. Seal 

 

5. What is the fastest living creature on the planet? 

A. Cheetah 

B. Racer snake 

C. Peregrine falcon 

D. Killer whale (orca) 

 

6. What is the second fastest land animal on earth, after the cheetah? 

A. Impala 

B. Pronghorn antelope 

C. Arabian horse 

D. Leopard 

 

Time for Some Wild Fun and Games! 
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7. Lemurs are only native to one country in the world. Which is it? 

A. Kenya 

B. Papua New Guinea 

C. Indonesia 

D. Madagascar 

 

8. Which mammal has the most powerful bite in the world? 

A. Hyena 

B. Hippopotamus 

C. Lion 

D. Tiger 

 

9. What does the word “extinct” mean? 

A. The animal is no longer found in the wild. 

B. The animal is found in certain parts of its native country. 

C. The animal is no longer found in the wild or in captivity. 

D. The animal has a very low population and needs immediate conservation. 

 

10. True or false? Crocodiles do not have sweat glands, so they open their mouths to release heat.  

A. True 

B. False 

 

Answers on PG 21 

 

 



19 
 

There’s something here for everyone! Try your luck at this simple crossword puzzle 

about our planet’s wildest animals! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Answers on PG 21 
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And here’s one for our older readers! Test your knowledge about our biomes and 

ecosystems! 
 

 
 

Answers on PG 21 

 



21 
 

Answer Keys: 

Kangaroo Quizzaroo:  

1. D. There are thought to be approximately 18,000 bird species on this planet, though there could be up to 

20,000! 

2. C. Snow leopards can make many sounds but cannot roar because of the way their vocal cords are 

made.  

3. B. The four hyena species found on Earth are the brown hyena, the spotted hyena, the striped hyena, and 

the aardwolf. 

4. A. Blue whales love to eat krill, a small type of plankton.  

5. C. The fastest land animal is the cheetah, but the fastest living creature is the peregrine falcon, which can 

achieve speeds of 240 mph while hunting.  

6. B. Pronghorn antelope are found in North America and can reach speeds of up to 55 mph over short 

distances.  

7. D. Lemurs are native to Madagascar and are restricted to their island home. 

8. B. The hippo has a bite force of 1825 pounds per square inch (psi), the strongest of any known animal! 

9. C. An animal that is extinct is gone, wiped off the face of the Earth in both the wild and in captivity. Some 

examples of extinct animals are the dodo and the Tasmanian tiger.  

10. A. Crocodiles cannot sweat like humans can, so they must keep their mouths open to release heat. You 

may have noticed dogs panting in the heat; this is for the same reason!  

Crossword: Wild Animals of the World! 

Across Down 

3. Wolf 1. Sloth 

4. Panda 2. Langur 

5. Tiger 6. Elephant 

7. Leopard 8. Peacock 

10.Owl 9. Deer 

Crossword: Biomes and Landforms of the World! 

Across Down 

4. Coral reefs 1. Wetlands 

5. Cities 2. Desert 

6. Ocean 3. Tropical rainforest 

7. Mountain 8. Tundra 

10.Savanna 9. Taiga 
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Editor’s Note 
 

Our planet belongs to all the species that live here, and it belongs to future generations as well. One of the 

best ways of ensuring that future generations are equipped with the knowledge, empathy, and willpower to 

conserve nature is to bring about a love and respect for nature in the children around us – our brothers, 

sisters, children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, stepchildren, siblings, friends, students, and peers around 

the globe. Nature is a global commodity, and something that we as a global community must unite to save.  

 

So what can you, as a child, do to save our planet?  

 

Well, there are many ways to make a difference! Here are 5 of the simple things you can do today to help 

create a better tomorrow: 

1. Turn off the taps! Running tapwater while we soap our dishes, hands, and bodies while bathing is one 

of the biggest ways of wasting this precious resource. Conserve freshwater by shutting the taps when 

you are soaping up, and your rivers and lakes will thank you for it! 

2. Pick up after yourselves! Don’t be that person who tosses a wrapper out of the car window or drops 

a plastic bag on the ground in the park. Remember, plastic pollutes and can kill wildlife! Pick up your 

trash and deposit it safely inside a recepticle, and your local wildlife and the fish in the rivers where 

your trash may end up will thank you.  

3. Walk more, drive less! The more cars on the road, the greater the pollution. Our disappearing forests 

cannot purify all the toxins that we put out from our vehicles into the air. Cities around the world are 

becoming increasingly difficult to live in thanks to rising air pollution and the health hazards 

accompanying it, such as asthma and respiratory illnesses.  

4. Say no to plastic bags! Plastic ends up in landfills and takes centuries to disintegrate. Meanwhile, 

toxic chemicals leak out of these desposed plastics and infect our soil and water, leading to poisons 

in our food and drinking water. Instead of accepting a plastic bag at the store, carry your own 

personalized cloth bag, and look doubly cool for creating a style statement that saves the planet!  

5. Switch off when you can! Lights, ceiling fans, air conditioners, and other appliances that are 

constantly plugged in lead to massive energy usage. Your appliances are powered by our planet – 

be it wind power, hydropower,  

nuclear power, or nonrenewable resources such as oil, coal, or natural gas. Say no to mining and 

mountaintop removal by turning off your lights and appliances when you are not using them!  

 

This is not just my planet or your planet, it is our planet. We share it with billions of species, both known and 

unknown, and we are already creating lasting impacts on our natural world. By reading more about our 

wondrous planet, its wild denizens, and environmental issues of today, we can work together to create a 

brighter future and live alongside nature instead of destroying it. Without nature, we cannot hope to survive.  

Happy World Environment Day 2020! 

 

Priya Ranganathan 

Editor 


